
 

Year 2 Curriculum Overview 2020-2021 
Term Autumn Spring Summer 

Enquiry 
Question / 

Theme 

Food, Glorious Food 
How can we have a healthy life? 
Food waste; food miles; packaging 

Do we look after our world? 
How do we know what the world is like? 
Continents and oceans; human impact on 
habitats; litter; recycling 

Why do we have castles? 
How have castles changed the UK?  
1066 Battle of Hastings, Bayeux Tapestry, 
and differences in jobs, clothing and homes. 

Visit / 
Visitors 

Hovis/Warburtons visitor 
Shopping in Crookes- Unwrapped 

The Deep, Hull 
Local visits to places of worship 

Lincoln Castle 

Maths 

Place value; addition 
and subtraction; 
Geometry (2D and 
3D shape) 

Addition and 
subtraction; 
multiplication and 
division; Money 

Multiplication and                            
Division; 2D and 3D 
shape; statistics  
 

Fractions; 
Measurement (length 
and height); 
Geometry (position 
and direction) 

Measurement (mass, 
capacity and 
temperature), 
problem solving with 
all four operations  

Measurement (time),  
Investigations and 
problem solving ( + - 
x ÷ and fractions) 

English 

Read Write Inc. 
Focus Texts: Handa’s 
Surprise, Oliver’s 
Vegetables, Farmer 
Duck 
Writing Focus 
Narrative 
Simple sentences, 
adjectives, correct 
use of past tense, 
coordinating 
conjunctions (and, or, 
but, so) 
SPaG 
Nouns, verbs, 
adjectives, capital 
letters, full stops and 
question marks and 
finger spaces, past 
tense (–ed) 

Read Write Inc. 
Focus Texts: Little 
Red Hen, Carrot 
Club, Spaghetti with 
the Yeti 
Writing Focus’: 
Poetry, Non-fiction 
Expanded noun 
phrases, adverbs, 
coordinating and 
subordinating 
conjunctions 
(because, if, when, 
that) 
SPaG 
Capital letters, full 
stops, question 
marks, exclamation 
marks and commas 
in a list, plurals (-s 
and –es) 

Read Write Inc. 
Focus Texts: The 
Snail and the Whale, 
Polly Parrot Picks a 
Pirate, Shark in the 
Dark 
Writing Focus: 
Recounts and 
Narrative 
Coordinating and 
subordinating 
conjunctions, different 
sentence types, 
correct use of tense  
SPaG 
Capital letters for 
proper nouns, noun 
phrases, adverbs, 
use of apostrophes 
for missing letters, 
compound words 

Read Write Inc. 
Focus Texts: Dear 
Greenpeace, 
Dougal’s Deep Sea 
Diary, Duffy’s Lucky 
Escape 
Writing Focus: 
Persuasive Writing  
Subordinating 
conjunctions, varied 
sentence lengths, 
different sentence 
types, editing and 
proof-reading, 
expanded noun 
phrases, adverbs 
SPaG 
Apostrophe for 
possession, suffixes -
ful, -less -er -est, 
plurals (-s, -es, -ies) 

Read Write Inc. 
Focus Texts: Castles 
and Cannons, How to 
be a Knight, Knights 
and Castles 
Writing Focus’: 
Poetry, Recounts 
Using different 
sentence types, 
coordinating and 
subordinating 
conjunctions, 
expanded noun 
phrases, adverbs 
SPaG 
Suffixes – ful, -less –
er –est –ness –ment, 
consistent correct use 
of capital letters, 
punctuation and 
tense, commas in lists 

Read Write Inc. 
Texts: The Knight 
Who Wouldn’t Fight,  
Writing Focus: 
Narrative 
Using different 
sentence types, 
coordinating and 
subordinating 
conjunctions, varying 
sentence lengths for 
effect, editing and 
proof-reading 
SPaG 
Recapping on all 
Year 2 Spelling, 
Punctuation and 
Grammar rules. 

Science 

Animals, including 
Humans: 
Food & hygiene 
(balanced diet; food 
groups, hydration, 
hygiene and 
exercise) 

Uses of Everyday 
Materials: 
Uses of every day by 
materials by their 
properties and  
investigations 

Living Things and 
their Habitats: 
Living, non-living and 
never alive and what 
living things need to 
survive. 
Habitats and 
microhabitats 

Plants: 
Plants and growing 
(investigation of a 
plant’s needs with 
bulb growing)  

Plants and Animals, 
including Humans: 
Identifying common 
plants, wild plants 
and trees in the UK 
Notice how animals 
have offspring that 
grows into adults 

Living Things and 
their Habitats: 
Adaptations of 
animals and plants 
for survival in their 
habitats. Food chains 
(link to ICT of 
branching databases) 



 

History 

Changes in shops and food, and shopping 
habits from 150 years ago to the present day 
linking to changes in transport affecting food 
availability.  

Learn about the lives of significant individuals 
from the past (both local and global - 
Christopher Columbus and James Cook) 

Events beyond living memory (The Battle of 
Hastings in 1066) that are significant 
nationally. 
Bayeux tapestry – historical artefact 

Geography 

Place Knowledge, Human and Physical 
Geography: 
Understand geographical similarities and 
differences (human and physical features) 
and compare and contrast the UK to Nigeria 
using these features.   
 

Geographical skills and fieldwork, Locational 
Knowledge: 
Use atlases and world maps to name and 
locate the five oceans and seven continents. 
 
Locate the hot and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the North and 
South Poles 

Geographical Skills and fieldwork: 
Simple compass directions, and simple keys 
to show and recognise features on a map. 
 
Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives 
to recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features. 

Art 

Focus Artist: Esther 
Mahlangu  
Use of colour and 
pattern in Ndebele 
African artwork. 
Traditional African 
paintings of animals 

 Focus Artist: Joseph 
Turner 
Using watercolour to 
blend and mix colours 
and introduce texture 
in art.  
Using clay to sculpt. 

 Focus Artist - Paul 
Klee 
The use of line, 
shape and colour in 
abstract art. 
Using tints in painting 
and blocks of colour 
for effect. 

 

DT 

 Cereal packaging; 
designing, making 
and evaluating 
packaging for its 
effectiveness. 
Sewing a puppet. 

 Bug hotels; choosing 
appropriate materials 
and making changes 
to a design.   

 Use technical 
knowledge to build 
structures that are 
stronger and more 
stable and explore 
mechanisms (leavers, 
sliders) 

Computing 

Recognition of basic computer icons and 
features 
Input and output devices.  
E-safety (including personal information, 
passwords and asking for help) 

Internet safety 
Using drawing software to create own 
pictures. 
Simple animation. 

Algorithms and debugging. 
Branching databases (link to science) 

PE Core skills and strength; dance. Gymnastics (large apparatus); circuits Ball skills (throwing and catching); athletics 

RE 

Journeys - Religious 
pilgrimages 

Christmas - Signs and 
symbols, Nativity 
Story 

Big Questions -  
Religious artefacts 
and places of Worship 

Sacred Words - How 
do people pray? 

Expressive Arts – 
Explore the use of 
creativity in religion to 
express beliefs  

Spiritual Development 
– What makes you, 
‘you’? 

Music 

Charanga - African 
music (Hands, Feet, 
Heart) 

Ukulele lessons 

Charanga – Ho Ho Ho 

Christmas songs for a 
performance 
Ukulele lessons 

Charanga – Rock 
Music – Sequencing 
sounds 

Charanga – Reggae 
music  

Charanga – Pop 
music 
Reading notation 

Charanga – Classical 
music 
Reading notation 

 


